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AcharyaBhikshu: Timelessin
a Changing World

@® Nikhil Banthiya, Bangalore @

Change 1is perhaps the only
certainty that time has ever known.
Over the last three centuries, the world
has transformed beyond recognition.
Kingdoms have given way to
nations, societies have evolved, and
technology has reshaped every
aspect of human life. Yet, amidst
this relentless march of change, one
question quietly lingers: Why does
Acharya Bhikshu continue to inspire
us even today?

Perhaps the answer lies in a simple
truth. While the world around us has
changed, the world within us has
not. The reasons for our anger have
changed, the objects of our greed
have changed, and pride and deceit
have found newer expressions. Yet
the four kashayas—krodh (anger),
maan (ego), maya (deceit), and lobh
(greed)—continue to bind humanity

just as they did centuries ago.

Many carried forward Lord
Mabhavira's  teachings,  Acharya
Bhikshu stands apart for the

exceptional clarity with which he
understood and lived them. He
recognized that while the world
would continue to evolve, the path
to overcoming the kashayas would
remain unchanged. His life's mission
was not to offer a new philosophy,
but to preserve and exemplify the
path shown by Lord Mahavira for
generations to come.

His conviction was not confined
to words; it was reflected in every
decision he made. Deeply devoted
to his Guru and respected for his
scholarship, Acharya Bhikshu stood
at a point where comfort, recognition
and influence were well within reach.
Yet, when his understanding of the

Agamas led him to believe that the pat
shown by Lord Mahavira demanded
a different course, he chose fidelity
to truth over personal certainty. His
departure from the established order
was not an act of rebellion, but an
expression of spiritual integrity and
unwavering commitment to principle.

Perhaps that is Acharya Bhikshu's
greatest legacy. He did not merely
establish a tradition; he left behind an
enduring example of what it means
to live the truth with courage. Three
centuries later, his life continues to
remind us that while the world may
never stop changing, the human
struggle against krodh, maan, maya
and lobh remains the same. And as
long as that struggle continues, the
life and teachings of Acharya Bhikshu
will continue to illuminate the timeless
path shown by Lord Mahavira.
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